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MARCH MEETING 7TH DISTRICT 
STATE ASSOCIATION 


Invitations were issued to the members of the 
Seventh District of the State Association by the Wis- 
consin Chapter of the Producers’ Council to attend 
an informal meeting on the subject of Glass Insulation, 
sponsored by the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, 
Wednesday evening, March 12, in the Sky Room of 
the Plankinton House. This was held in conjunction 
with the March meeting of the Seventh District. 

The architects’ business meeting was at 5:30 fol- 
lowed by cocktails at 6 o'clock and dinner at 6:45. 

Following the dinner, models were shown, together 
with demonstrations, of three Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Company products which are glass insulation mate- 
rials. They are Foamglas insulation, glass blocks, and 
Twindow multiple glazed units. The products were 
discussed by H. W. Bennett of Pittsburgh Corning 
Corporation, and R. D. Spencer of the Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Company's general office in Pittsburgh, and fol- 
lowed by a question and answer period. The speakers 
were introduced by W. T. Dortch, manager of the 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company in Milwaukee. William 
H. Polk, the company’s architectural representative was 
in charge of arrangements. 

Leading entries in a competition on church design 
held recently by the Beaux Arts Institute of Design were 
also on exhibition. 

Enclosed in each invitation is a reply post card which 
the Pittsburgh company requests be returned to them. 


* * * * * 


A. I. A. PRESIDENT EDMUNDS. JR.. 
ON HOTEL FIRES 


“The American Institute of Architects will undertake 
a special study of the underlying causes of fires in 
hotels and similar buildings,” James R. Edmunds, Jr., 
announced in Washington. 

“The study will be conducted by the Institute’s de- 
partment of education and research, of which Walter 
A. Taylor is director, in collaboration with building 
code and fire prevention authorities and hotel man- 
agement groups,” Edmunds said. 

“It will look into the question of fire-safeness as well 
as fireproofness, the control of gas and smoke as well 


as heat and fire, better means of isolating and con- 
trolling fires, hazards arising from overlapping and 
conflicting codes, and better legal implementation of 
existing fire protection standards.” 


* * + * = 


FOR THE ARCHITECT'S LIBRARY 


A62 GUIDE FOR MODULAR COORDINATION 

By Myron W. Adams & Prentice Bradley. Prepared 
under the direction of American Standards Associa- 
tion. Project A62. Sponsored by The American Institute 
of Architects and the Producers’ Council, Inc. Published 

y the Modular Service Association, a non-profit Mas- 
sachusetts corporation, 110 Arlington St., Boston 16, 
Mass., Oct. 1946. Size 91/2x12'/s1; 271 pages, plus illus- 
trations. $10.00. 

We have watched with more than considerable in- 
terest the various stages in the development of Modular 
Coordination. We had heard of the committees that 
were doing the work, the manufacturers that were 
cooperating, and the excellent work of the American 
Standard Association, and we knew that when the 
book was finally published, it would be used by the 
architectural profession as an office text book. 

The purpose of Modular Coordination is self-evident 
and, from the text, a four inch grid for the three dimen- 
sions in construction—length, width, and height is es- 
tablished, so that manufacturers of masonry units, tile 
units, glass blocks, windows, doors, etc., can produce 
materials that coordinate. 


The center of joints is a basis for plan dimension 
so that the only variation would be a one-half joint in 
length or height at each end of wall, or partition, or 
heights. Under this system a window will take so 
many units of wall, likewise glass blocks, door open- 
ings, etc., so that the dimensions on the plan will be 
minus the fraction which we use today and to which 
many errors can be attributed. 

Chapter XII contains reproduced working drawings 
and details of a building drawn to show practical ap- 
plication of modular coordination. 

The mere manufacturing of coordinated sizes for 
building projects requires some standard unit of meas- 
ure or module. Many attempts have been made in the 
past by manufacturers to adapt materials to standard- 
ization, but not until the matter was studied in graphic 
form by the ablest architects and manufacturers was 
it possible to find an acceptable solution. Of course, 
there are some variables, but they are controlled in 
such a way that we should easily recognize the com- 
mon sense approach teo the multiplicity of problems. 

A62 Guide For Modular Coordination is an excellent 
book, well written, and profusely illustrated with well 
drawn details and diagrams. We recommend it for your 
consideration, not only as an addition to your library, 
but as a constructive aid for the drafting room, making 
it possible to use new materials now being prepared 
under this modular system, thus enabling you to save 
time and money without necessarily sacrificing free- 
dom of expression. 

There are many items not yet adjusted to the modu- 
lar system but they are minor in number compared 
to the many subjects which are included in this volume. 

A copy of the book A62 is at office of the Wisconsin 
Architect for your inspection. 
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MAIL BOX 


The Mail Box contains a diversified type of corre- 
spondence. The letter from V. Biucchi, who is located 
in Pietrasanta (Italia) and asks that plans be sent to 
him, over in Europe, recalls to architects the early pre- 
war days. Albert Einstein, the eminent scientist, writes 
regarding atomic energy, and a Milwaukee student 
offers his suggestion to the architectural profession. 


HE HAS MATERIAL AND LABOR 


Gentleman: 

The “American Institute of Architects, Washington, 
D. C.” furnished me with your esteemed address and 
I take the liberty of proffering you my services. 

I have been established for many years in this place 
where I own and operate important Studios for the 
working of marbles, stones, bronze, wrought iron, 
mossics, etc. I possess very efficient white, and beau- 
tiful colored marble quarries, that can produce an un- 
limited quantity of first class materials. Moreover, I 
have bought recently, one of the most important group 
of Travertine marble quarries in the Rapolano Region 
(Touscany), fitted with up to date marble saw-mills 
and workshops. 

I have at my employ, men of expert knowledge, 
whose special assignment is the selection of proper 
marbles specified for each work, completed in my 
Studios by artists of experience and skill. 

These you will own, to be special advantages, to 
which I may add that I can furnish you with the high- 
est references of any respectabilitf and business quali- 
fications. 

No doubt you have often the opportunity of preparing 
projects which include worked marbles, mossics, etc., 
for which the assistance of an expert in the line, for 
quoting prices consistent with superior workmanship, 
and to furnish you with such informations you may 
desire or execute works perfect in every detail and 
worthy of your reputation will certainly be appreciated 
by you. 

If you will be good enough to send me the plans, 
at the first opportunity you will have to submit prices 
for such works, I shall be very glad to quote for you 
my very best prices. At all events, all works you will 
entrust to me for the execution, will be carried out in 
such a manner as to yive you no cause of regret having 
put them into my hands, for I sincerely wish to ensure 
and retain that patronage and support which I now 
respectfully solicit. 

Very sincerely yours: 
V. Biucchi 


* * * * * 


Dear Friend: 

I write to you for help at the suggestion of a friend. 

Through the release of atomic energy, our genera- 
tion has brought into the world the most revolutionary 
force since prehistoric man’s discovery of fire. This 
basic power of the universe cannot be fitted into the 
outmoded concept of narrow nationalisms. For there 
is no secret and there is no defense; there is no pos- 
sibility of control except through the aroused under- 
standing and insistence of the peoples of the world. 

We scientists recognize our inescapable responsi- 
bility to carry to our fellow citizens an understanding 
of the simple facts of atomic energy and its implications 


for society. In this lies our only security and our only 
hope—we believe that an informed citizenry will act 
for life and not for death. 

We need $1,000,000 for this great educational task. 
Sustained by faith in man’s ability to control his des- 
tiny through the exercise of reason, we have pledged 
all our strength and our knowledge to this work. I do 
not hesitate to call upon you to help. 

Faithfully yours, 
Albert Einstein, Chairman 
Emergency Committee of 
Atomic Scientists 


* * * * * 


Gentlemen: 

During my life I have noticed that the personalities 
and characters of people are impressed and moulded 
by a general number of little events and happenings. 
If these events are good—the character is good, and 
vice versa. It behooves each one of us then to do what 
we can to make good events occur. 

Some time ago I perceived the following idea: 

That each home have as an integral part of its struc- 
ture, a small room—which would serve as the center 
of spiritual life; it could include a small spiritual library, 
reading and meditation facilities, and the general en- 
vironment necessary to the fulfillment of the purpose 
of moral code and spiritual life. 

The idea is, of course, worthless in the hands of 
anyone but your profession. I am sure that if applied, 
it would not only aid to improve the morals of all sub- 
jected to it—but also would be an original architec- 
tural achievement. 

Very truly yours, 
Jerome A. Weitzer, Student 


St. Francis Minor Seminary 


SHARP GAINS IN HOME BUILDING 
CONTRACT REPORTED 


Construction contracts were awarded in January for 
34,393 dwelling units in the thirty-seven states east of 
the Rocky Mountains compared to 13,225 units included 
in contracts awarded during January 1946 and 28,917 
in December of last year, it was reported today by 
F. W. Dodge Corporation, a fact-finding organization 
for the construction industry. 

Last month's residential building contracts had a 
dollar valuation of $257,419,000 against $89,715,000 
in the corresponding month of last year, and $193,365,- 
000 in December. Six per cent of last month's residential 
aawrds were classified as publicly owned housing. 

Sharp gains were reported last month for heavy 
tngineering construction, to bring the total of all con- 
tracts awarded to $571,628,000 aaginst $357,501,000 
in January of last year, and $457,278,000 in December, 
the Dodge corporation reported. Last month's total of 
all awards was the highest January total in the Dodge 
statistical series dating back to 1925. 

World Report, a weekly published in Washington, 
D. C. says in its January 21, ‘47 issue: U. S. A. housing 
goal is 3,715,000 units; completed 700,000 (est.) = 18.8% 
of goal. Britain housing goal is 750,000 units; completed 
125,000 (est.) = 16.6% of goal. World Report prophesies 
it will be years before U. S. and Britain solve their 
housing problems, 


WISCONSI 


WILL WE GET MATERIALS 
FOR BUILDING? 


Past production records are being equalled or ex- 
ceeded in substantially all lines of building materials, 
Tyler S. Rogers, president of the Producers’ Council, 
national organization of building product manufac- 
turers, announces. 


“Unless production is hindered by shortages of raw 
materials or by strikes, new high records will be 
achieved in the output of all building materials and 
equipment during 19447, Mr. Rogers says. 

“Many manufacturers will need additional plant 
facilities and record quantities of raw materials to keer 
pace with the high demands of the future. 


“Increases in prices of building products since the 
removal of price ceilings have been surprisingly mod- 
erate, averaging only about 15 percent, and are well 
below the former black market prices which ranged 
as high as 100 percent over official price ceilings. Most 
increases in materials prices have been the result of 
upward adjustments in prices of standard lines, pro 
duction of which was held down by inadequate ceilings 
which did not recognize higher raw material and wage 
costs. 


“In many cases, these price rises are temporary, hav- 
ing been brought about by interrupted supplies of raw 
materials and component parts, uncertainty as to wage 
levels, low productivity of plant workers, and inexpe- 
rience of new workers. 


“As these abnormal conditions disappear, competi- 
tion between manufacturers of alternate materials and 
between manufacturers of similar products will force 
prices down. The rise in building material prices still 
is less than the average rise in commodity prices. 

“The winter slack in on-site construction is giving 
materials dealers their first chance to build up inven- 
tories, and unless strikes or raw-materials shortages 
interfere with production or distribution, dealers should 
be able to meet an enormous Spring demand for ma- 
terials in the normal prewar manner. 


“Relief from impractical and poorly administered 
governmental controls, which created black-market 
prices and contributed to low productivity on the part 
of labor, will permit lower building costs in 1947 if 
materials production proceeds without undue interrup- 
tion. 


“The construction industry plans to build a million 
or more new dwelling units during the year 1947, at 
costs which are expected to average 15 to 20 percent 
below 1946 peaks. This volume of new houses at more 
normal value levels will undoubtedly deflate abnormal- 
ly high prices for existing houses.” 


INDUSTRY ENGINEERED HOUSING 


Nationally known architects and engineers are com- 
pleting work on plans and specifications for an indus- 
try-engineered housing program being designed to 
bring substantial savings in building costs, according 
to Mr. Rogers. 

“These homes are being developed jointly by the 
Council and the National Retail Lumber Dealers’ Assoc- 
ciation, he states. “They will be presented to the public 
as one of industry's answers to the demand for quality 
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homes at reduced cost. Work has been under way for 
more than six months. 


‘The savings will result from economy in design and 
from standardization, precutting and sizing, and more 
efficient assembly of the parts which make up the home 
and can be realized whether the dwellings are built 
one or 1000 at a time. The homes will in no sense be 
standardized because each basic design can be built 
with a wide variety of treatments so far as external 
and interior appeaarnce and details are concerned. 
Several variations in floor plan will be possible. 


“The first industry engineered houses will contain 
one, two, or three bedrooms, kitchen, bath, and living 
room, plus other usual conveniences. They represent 
a carefully studied effort to provide veterans and others 
with thoroughly liveable and comfortable houses at a 
cost lower than is attainable by customary methods of 
building homes of the same size and quality. This is 
in no sense prefabricated housing, but homes built by 
the orthodox factors of the industry—the manufacturers, 
dealers and contractors. 


“When the houses have been completely designed 
and engineered, manufacturers will be able to provide 
all of the component parts in sizes which will fit into 
the houses with little or no waste of time and materials 
in assembly. It is anticipated that some major units, 
such as bathrooms, kitchens, and heating units may be 
especially designed for the engineered houses in cases 
where existing lines do not fit. 

“Manufacturers will be able to provide the exact 
number or quantity of pipes, boards, nails, bricks, 
insulating materials, windows, doors, hardware, and 
other items such as kitchen, bathroom or heating equip- 
ment in special packages or assortments, engineered 
or built to the exact requirements of the house. 

“The outstandingly new aspect of industry engi- 
neered housing is that it brings together a large num 
ber of money-saving ideas which have been developed 
and thoroughly tested in the past but which have not 
been combined into a workable plan. 

“In addition to saving time and labor by reducing the 
amount of costly cutting and fitting on the site, the plan 
will bring further savings in the form of greater mass 
production in manufacture, lower inventories for manu- 
facturers and material dealers, and lower cost of as- 
sembling and distributing the hundreds of parts needed 
for a complete home. 

“Dealers will save money in buying, handling, and 
distributing the standard parts, many of them pre- 
packaged. The parts can be kept continuously in stock 
and can be delivered to the building site on short 
notice, thus avoiding costly delays in construction. 

“Owners or builders will be able to add further con- 
veniences to the houses in any way they wish and still 
retain all of the savings inherent in the basic plans. 

“No estimates of the total savings have yet been 
made. 

“It is anticipated that plans and specifications will be 
complete by the end of this year and that manufac- 
turers will require several additional months to adap! 
their individual products to the engineered house. 

“Complete details will be made available to the 
entire building industry and to the public as soon as 
the enginering is complete. Every building products 
manufacturer, material dealer, and builder will be free 
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FLOORING 


FOR 
RESIDENTIAL, PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
OR 
COMMERCIAL USE 


: MAPLE, BEECH, BIRCH . 
. and WISCONSIN OAK . 
. in . 
. STRIP, HERRINGBONE and . 
. ASSEMBLED BLOCK FORM . 


OUR MAPLE, BEECH and BIRCH flooring 
is guaranteed MFMA (Maple Flooring Manu- 
facturers Association) grade and manufac- 


Gt ek i tewts 


ADDRESS YOUR FLOORING PROBLEMS TO US 


HOLT HARDWOOD CO. 


OCONTO, WISCONSIN 
* * %* 


PAINTS - GLASS 


IN HOMES ¢ OFFICES « FACTORIES 
INSTITUTIONS «© SCHOOLS * STORES 


PITTSBURGH 
PLATE GLASS COMPANY 


820 NORTH MARKET STREET 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


to utilize the plan in any way he sees fit.” 


MODULAR SYSTEM 


Savings in construction costs arising from the adop- 
tion of modular coordination in the manufacture of 
building products will become available to the public 
more quickly as a result of the $65,900 grant made to 
the Modular Service Association by the Office of Tech- 
nical Services of the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
says Mr. Rogers. 


“The funds will be used to expand and intensify 
research in methods of coordinating the dimensions of 
building products in such a way as to eliminate need 
for cutting and fitting materials on the building site, 
thus permitting important savings in both time and 
materals. 


“There also will be further savings in the manufac- 
ture and distribution of modular materials. These added 
savings will result from a greater degree of mass pro- 
duction and from lower inventory costs. 

“Modular coordination has been actively sponsored 
in recent years by the Producers’ Council and the 
American Institute of Architects. The four-inch module 
which is basic to the entire project has been formally 
approved by the American Standards Association, and 
the dimensions of most masonry materials, of metal 
and wooden doors and windows, and of other products 
are being adapted to the module. The new size of some 
products already are in production, with the result 
that the entire outer shell of masonry structures now 
can be constructed of materials whose dimensions 
have been coordinated. 

“Much research remains to be done with respect to 
other commonly used building materials, and the grant 
from the Office of Technical Services will help greatly 
to speed up the process. The program of the Modular 
Service Association heretofore has been financed 
largely with funds from the estate of the late Albert 
Farwell Bemis, who was a pioneer in the field of co- 
ordinated dimensions. 

“The extent of the savings which can be realized in 
construction costs by the use of modular coordination 
can not be estimated with any accuracy until more 
materials have been made available with coordinated 
dimensions and until a variety of typical structures 
actually has been built with such materials. However, 
enough is known to warrant the statement that the total 
savings will be substantial. 

“The Industry-Engineered Houses being developed 
by the Producers’ Council and the National Retail 
Lumber Dealers’ Association have been designed 
throughout on the modular basis, which will account 
for a major part of the savings anticipated in the build- 
ing of engineered houses.” 


QUALITY... 
GLAZED BRICK AND TILE, FACE BRICK, 
COMMON BRICK 


GAGNON CLAY PRODUCTS CO. 
526 S. Broadway HOWARD 78 Green Bay, Wis. 
BRIXMENT the leading masonry cement 


THE W 


SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
WISCONSIN CHAPTER — A.L A 


Minutes of a special metting of the Board of Directors 
of Wisconsin Chapter, A.A. held at the Plankinton 
Hotel Wednesday, January 22, 1947. 


The president presented a letter from the 1948 Cor- 
poration with reference to the proposed Annual Plan- 
ning Conference to be held in the City of Milwaukee 
on April 28th, 29th, and 30th of this year by the Amer- 
ican Planning and Civic Association. The letter indi- 
cated that the 1948 Corporation has been invited to be 
one of the sponsors of the conference and advised that 
the formation of the local Sponsoring Committee is now 
being undertaken. The Wisconsin Chapter, A.LA., has 
been invited to participate. After a brief Discussion it 
was concluded that the secretary was to contact Mr. 
Randall of the 1948 Corporation and obtain details as to 
the financial liability involved in becoming a part of 
this sponsors group, and such other information as 
available, and present this at the next Board meeting 
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, February 11th. 


The President presented a letter received from Mr. 
Louis Justement of the Committee on Urban Planning 
of The Institute, dated January 14, with reference to 
a request made by the American Legion Committee 
that they be advised concerning a Veterans Housing 
project at Greendale, Wisconsin, as set forth in a letter 
addressed to the Institute by the American Legion 
National Headquarters through Arthur Marcus member 
of National Housing Committee, dated January 6. A 
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copy of Mr. Justement’s reply to Mr. Marcus dated 
January 14, was also presented. 


T. L. Eschweiler requested that he be advised with 
reference to Associate memberships in the Chapter and 
asked that the following questions be answered: 


(1) Requirements for Associate membership in the 
Wisconsin Chapter. 


(2) Age limit, if any. 
(3) Must applicant be a practicing architect? 


The Secretary was directed to obtain the information 
and submit this at the next Board meeting. 

The secretary presented a notice received from the 
Federal Housing Administration regarding a confer- 
ence held at the Hotel Wisconsin on January 21, spon- 
sored by the Master Builders Association, Milwaukee 
Board of Realtors, Milwaukee Building Association, and 
Mortgage Bankers Association, with reference to vari- 
ous problems related to the rental housing program 
for veterans. The secretary commented briefly on some 
of the matters cited and discussed at the conference. 

The application for Junior Associate membership of 
Richard Mathias Gerl was presented and the applicant 
was elected to Junior Associate membership. The sec- 
retary was directed to notify this applicant accordingly. 


The program for the February membership meeting 
was discussed briefly and John Brust reported that the 
program for this meeting will soon be completed and 
the necessary arrangements made. The meeting is 


CREATING NEW 
CONVENIENCE IN 
THE BATHROOM 


New 


fixtures and fittings of the most practical 


bathroom convenience requires 
modern design coupled with recognized 
quality. Home owners recognize that the 
“Kohler” 


all working 


name stands for reliability of 
parts, and styles that har- 
monize with the new beauty and comfort 


of modern home interiors. 


The 


Kohler Gramercy lavatory with roomy 


bathroom 


illustrated has the 


shelf back and built-in fittings. The Cosmopolitan recess bench bath is equipped with a showed controlled 


by the Triton mixer, latest and most advanced device for controlling water flow and temperature. The 


close-coupled Wellworth closet is practical, and moderately priced. Kohler Co. Kohler, Wis. Established 1873. 
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scheduled to be held on Wednesday, February 19th 
The secretary reported that word had been received 
from the Institute at Washington that Ray O. Steffen 
and Joseph John Weiler had been elected to corporate 
membership and have been assigned to Wisconsin 
Chapter. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 P.M., 
by luncheon and further informal discussion. 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. A. Luber, Secretary 
Wisconsin Chapter, A.A. 


followed 


* * * * * 


ASKS ADEQUATE FUNDS FOR 
APPRENTICE TRAINING 


Douglas Whitlock, chairman of the Building Products 
Institute, urged Congress to approve adequate funds 
for the training of apprentices in the building trades 
in order to avert a shortage of skilled workers which 
might prolong the housing shortage and delay other 
essential construction. 

In a letter to Representative Taber, chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee, which is considering 
funds for the Apprentice Training Service of the U. S. 
Department of Labor, Whitlock stated that the ATS has 
been doing outstanding work in aiding the recruiting 
and training of construction workers and said that a 
larger force of field workers is required to carry on 
the work. 

“At least 150,000 to 200,000 additional skilled workers 


Adequate Wiring 
Starts Her 


Adequate Wiring, included in build- 
ing plans today, can prevent elec- 
tomorrow. 


trical ‘growing pains" 


Adequate Wiring is planned and 
engineered to fit each specific 


building. 


Adequate Wiring avoids electrical 
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obsolescence that leads to 
paralyzing" alterations. 


We Invite Consultation on Wiring Plans 
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will be required by the middle of the year if the $20 
billion construction program is to be achieved in 1947,” 
Whitlock said. “The present budget of the ATS is not 
adequate for the job it faces. 

“Because the limitation on non-residential building 
is holding down the total volume of construction at this 
time, the need for training more building trades work- 
ers is not fully appreciated in some parts of the country 
and insufficient effort is being made to expand appren- 
tice training programs. 

“It would be a serious mistake to wait until the short- 
age materializes before providing the necessary funds. 
The field workers of the ATS can perform an invaluable 
service by stimulating action ahead of the need. Were 
it not for the seasonal let-down in building, the short- 
age would have developed before now.” 


* * + * 


I. $8. A. BULLETIN 


The Indiana Society of Architects, a Chapter of The 
American Institute of Architects, announces the birth 
of the I.S.A. Bulletin with the plea that “Like all new 
borns, this Babe needs nourishment and encourage- 
ment.” We offer congratulations. 


* * + * * 

Copies of the New Schedule of Proper Minimum 
Charges And Professional Practice may be obtained 
through the Secretary of the State Association. 3¢ a 
copy and postage. 
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COLOR, LIGHT AND HEALTH 
A New Horizon in Architecture 

The Illinois Society of Architects sponsored an ad- 
dress by Dr. Darell Boyd Harmon on Color, Light and 
Health before a distinguished audience of professional 
men numbering over 400, in Fullerton Hall, Chicago Art 
Institute, the evening of December 20, 1946. Admission 
was by numbered ticket only and tickets were issued 
on request to the office of the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. H. L. Palmer. No doubt the majority of attendants 
were architects confined to no individual society. There 
were engineers—illuminating and others—doctors of 
medicine, oculists and the School of Art of the Art Insti- 
tute, represented in the audience. Universities were 
represented as follows: D. W. C. Reavis, University of 
Chicago; Dr. Orvid Eschbach of the Technological Insti- 
tute, Northwestern University; Dean R. P. Hoelscher, 
Department of Architecture, University of Illinois, Navy 
Pier Division; Dr. De Phillips of the Department of 
Architecture, University of Illinois, Navy Pier Division; 
R. F. Roman, host, president of the National Chemical 
& Manufacturing Company, the concern that has en- 
dowed the scientific investigation of the subject of the 
evening; Mr. John Ziv of the same concern who was 
of assistance to the I. S. A. secretary in arranging the 
meeting and Mr. Robert Clegg, president of the Pro- 
ducers Council of Chicago. 

The speaker of the evening, Dr. Darell Boyd Harmon, 
is Director of the Division of Educational Service, Texas 
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State Department of Health. Dr. Harmon's 7 years of 
pioneering work in Texas are said to have reduced 
eye troubles in certain schools nearly two-thirds. All 
the work described and pictured in this lecture has 
been done in Texas, where 14 state professional so- 
cieties and organizations, including the Texas Society 
of Architects, the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
State Medical Association and Texas State Departments 
of Health and Education collaborated in the Texas 
Inter-Professional Commission on Child Development 
to work with the program. Lighting was singled out for 
further study. 

Dr. Harmon spoke extemporaneously. He dwelt on 
the body supports, the eyes, basic body position for 
normal vision, how faulty lighting distorts normal posi- 
tions and general health improvement through better 
lighting. 

For laboratory experimentation, Mexia, a town of 
7,000 in east central Texas where 1,600 children are 
enrolled in public schools was chosen. The White Ele- 
mentary School building there, 27 years old and typical 
of other schools in that state, became the laboratory. 
Room areas average 21’ 6” x 28’ 6” with 3 windows 
in one wall covering 7' x 7’, extending within 6” of the 
11’ ceiling. Glass area average 25% of floor area. Ceil- 
ings were all metal painted a medium gray whose 
reflection factor had been brought down by oxidation. 
Desks and furniture were all a brown paint. Artificial 
light was not a factor. 

Dr. Harmon then told of what changes the experi- 
mentation involved in glass exposure, color of walls 
and color of furniture. From a point about 6’ above the 
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floor glass blocks extending close to the ceiling were 
introduced, nearly a continuous strip in the upper part 
of the wall. Below a transom bar came clear glass. The 
speaker, after the detailed verbal explanation, showed 
still and moving pictures, beginning with pupils sitting 
twisted in their seats, turning to the brighter light. 
There were diagrams showing the proper normal lines 
of the body compared with diagrams showing how the 
child's body had been twisted in his seat turning to 
the besi light. 

The speaker told what changes of color in walls and 
furniture had been introduced, but there was no col- 
ored photography shown which would have illustrated 
his point. 

In leaving the hall after the close of the address, 
views of listeners were overheard. It might be of value 
to the experimenters to mention one or two of these. 
An oculist who is also an expert photographer men- 
tioned that photographs shown on the screen were 
more than 20 years behind the times—poor; and why 
had the lecturer not resorted to color photography when 
he had so much to say about the cures introduced 
through color. A teacher and lecturer, living on Chi- 
cago’'s North Shore said many of the points brought 
up had been discussed years ago in connection with 
the Winnetka schools, and he thought their deductions 
had advanced just as far as those shown by the Texans. 

The Illinois Society of Architects is to be applauded 
for having brought together so large a contingent of 
Chicago's outstanding professional men to hear what 
the Texas effort had produced.—From Illinois Society 
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Facts!! 


“Money Coming In” 


These are three golden words when you're disabled 


No. 1. Your happiness and your prestige depends upon 
a continuous income, month by month. 
No. 2. It would be smart to investigate the tested 


INCOME PROTECTION PLAN, endorsed and 
Recommended by your own association and more 
than 700 professional societies. 


This Beyond Comparison Policy Deserves Your Inquiry. 
This Special Disability Policy provides more insurance per dollar than any other 
disability coverage. Protect your earnings, then you will have money coming in 
when you are unable to sell your time. 


Doolan Insurance Agency 


General Agents, Loyalty Group 


152 West Wisconsin Ave. ° Marquette 6889 bd Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
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RENTAL HOUSING MUST BE IN 
VETERANS’ FINANCIAL REACH 


Without prompt action by the new Congress to aid 
the speedy construction of moderate and low rent 
housing, the new Veterans Emergency Housing Pro- 
gram will fall short as did its predecessor in making 
homes available for the mass of veterans. 

This warning was issued by the National Committee 
on Housing following recent clarification of some 
phases of the Government's new policy on housing. 
It is contained in the latest issue of the Committee's 
publication, TOMORROW'S TOWN, which points out 
that these two types of rental units, although in great- 
est demand by veterans, have been largely neglected 
up to now in favor of homes for sale. 


The provision of the two types, assert the editors, 
is the crux of the housing effort. To implement such 
construction new legislation is necessary; hence it rests 
with Congress as to whether a real rental housing 
program can be got under way in the coming building 
season. 

The Committee, which has long advocated greater 
stress on rental housing, points out that the evident 
shortcomings of the veterans’ emergency program alter 
a year's trial provides an opportunity now to correct 
past mistakes—but only if the proper action is taken. 

Most veterans, so this group argues, cannot afford 
to buy the houses now being built and do so only 
because they have to get a roof over their heads. The 
result is that instead of helping the veteran as the 
nation intended, we are making him absorb the present 
inflation in housing costs. If the veteran is to find a 
home, we must find some way of putting rental housing 
within his financial reach. 

This situation led the Committee to hold a Housing 
Inventory and Forecaste Conference in Chicago in 
November for an exchange of views. The three-day 
meeting brought together 400 leaders in all the fields 
concerned with housing and resulted in a series of 
recommendations, for drastic changes in the housing 
program. 

Subsequently President Truman announced a liberal- 
ized policy on controls, designed to remove obstacles 
to the full use of men and materials in the construction 
of dwelling space. Still later the announcement was 
amplified by further explanation of specific steps 
planned. 

In general the new government policy wins the ap- 
proval of the National Committee on Housing, since 
it points to the correction of mistakes that have ham- 
pered the housing program. Nevertheless, it remains 
to be seen whether some of the provisions will prove 
effective. 

One which the Committee questions is the retention 
of a modified $80 ceiling on new rental units—which 
at present cost levels may continue to retard rental 
housing construction in the high cost metropolitan cen- 
ters where it is most needed, Another is the apparent 
aim to ease restrictions on non-residential building in 
the near future. This raises the question whether it 
would not have been wiser to wait until the supply of 
materials and labor is larger. 

But most important of all is the question of what the 
new Congress will do to break the present log-jam in 
rental housing construction. 
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TRANSPARENT SHADES 


A shade which allows an unobstructed view from 
the street, and yet protects displays in a show window 
from the sun, should be a boon to any merchant, 
whether he be selling automobiles or clothing. 

Transparent Shades may be installed inside display 


windows, covering them completely to shut out de- 
structive reflected rays; in the interior of a store to pro- 
tect shelf and case displays from fluorescent lights and 
dust, or they may be used as a skylight covering. 


The shades come in amber, considered to be the 
most effective in preventing color fading; golden, clear, 
light blue and dark green, which is used primarily for 
business and industrial work to eliminate glare and 
eye-strain. 


According to the manufacturers, the shades are 
long wearing, easily cleaned with a soft cloth or 
sponge, and operated by a simple cord control. 

Atinsky & Chernin, 4100 N. 17th St., are the local 
distributors. 


QUALITY ... GLAZED BRICK AND TILE, 


FACE BRICK, COMMON BRICK, FIRE BRICK 
AND HIGH TEMPERATURE CEMENTS 


Wisconsin Face Brick & Supply Corp. 
4485 N. Green Bay Ave. CONCORD 4770 Milwaukee, Wis. 
BRIXMENT the leading masonry cement 


T. C. ESSER CO. 


PAINTS 
GLASS 
WALL PAPER 
MIRRORS 
GLASS BLOCK 
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CHURCH 
STAINED GLASS 
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MILWAUKEE s OSHKOSH 
LA CROSSE 


NO NOISY 
CONFUSION 
SINCE 
APPLYING 
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TRADE MARK REG. U.S: PAT. OFF. 


cal PLASTIC 


Where quiet is particularly needed, as in libraries, 
chapels, hospitals and hotels, Zonolite Acoustical Plastic Even the customers 


helps to muffle disturbing noises. Is also ideal for . 
speak of the difference 


ming pools says Mr. B. B. McComb, 


: ‘ ae : mer » Bis agile 
Zonolite Acoustical Plastic improves hearing of speech owner of the Black Hawk 


and music by reducing reverberation and noise in Lounge, Aberdeen, So. Dak. 


restaurants, offices, shops, bowling alleys and swim- 


churches, auditoriums, theaters and class rooms. 


rs se: Wei | Heres PROOF 


Zonolite Acoustical Plastic is easy fp SOUND ABSORPTION TEST 
t tingas (eo) Coefficient of d absorpti - 
to handle, mix and apply ; requires F krahin rAr rag Prarela Pao 


only the addition of water to form DETAILS 4" thick after being painted with 


as ekine P; oT Ye 2 and 4 coats of Kem-Tone. 
a smooth working material. Can be Seles Wodaction CE RAe ss 
applied to curved, ornate or any Meets Federal Specifications SS-A-111, 
type of a flat or irregular surface. aee ty Materials, Type I, Classes | 
Permanent — “It's Fireproof.” 


Tonelite ıs s irade marh registered in the Unites States Patent Office and signifies that the Universal Zonolite Insulation Co. is the source of the product 


— MANUFACTURERS — 


WESTERN MINERAL PRODUCTS COMPANY $$ Wem oreson Seer = = Miwashos, Wis 
2602 Ed Creighton Ave. - Omaha, Nebraska 
MINNEAPOLIS OMAHA MILWAUKEE 1720 Madison Street N. E., Minneapolis 13, Minn. 


Milcor announces a new development 
which greatly simplifies the construc- 
tion of 2-inch solid-plaster partitions. 


Only ‘wo separate units provide the 
steel to hold the metal lath: (1) a stand- 
ard runner which is used at both floor 
and ceiling; (2) a standard channel tud 
which interlocks easily and firmly into 

and allows for variation in ceiling 
ht. Confusion in handling mate- 
is eliminated; time is saved. 
se new cost savings bring solid- 
plaster partitions to the fore, as a con- 


Stub nails, anchor bolts, or Rawl 
Drives secure runners to floor and 
ceiling. 


Special sl construction of run- 
ners permits channel studs to slip 
quickly into place. 


struction that deserves consideration 
now. They enable you, within practical 
limitations, to give your client these five 
advantages of a solid plaster wall on an 
interlocking web of steel: (a) Saving 
of floor space; (b) Full 2-hour fire 
rating ; (c) Increased strength, especially 
under impact; (d) Reduced floor load; 
(e) Reduced sound transmission. 


Milcor Solid Partitions provide these 
advantages for non-bearing, sub-divid- 
ing partitions between tenancies, with- 
in tenancies, and for corridors; for 


in one operation with 
dinary tie wire. 


elevator shafts, 
penthouses, and motor rooms, and 
ventilating shafts; for general decora- 

e use where variety face treat- 
ment is desirable; for free-standin 
furring walls. 

Consult the Milcor Manual in Sw 
Architectural File, for helpful info 
tion on the new Milcor Solid Partition 
System, and the complete Milcor 
of steel building products. Write for 
bulletin on Milcor Solid Partitions. 
MILCOR STEEL COMPAN 


Subsidiary of Inland Steel Company 
MILWAUKEE 4, WISCONSIN 


Baltimore 24, Md. Buffalo 11, N. 
Chicago 9, Ill. 
Cincinnati 25, Ohio 
Detroit 2, Mic 
Kansas City 8, Mo. Los Angeles 23, Calif. 
Rochester 9, N. Y. 


eveland 14, Ohio 


